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Preface 
This assessment report provides a record of the Department of Planning, Housing and 

Infrastructure’s (the Department) assessment and evaluation of modification 3 of the State 

significant development (SSD) application for the UNSW Health Translation Hub located at Prince of 

Wales Hospital Campus, High Street lodged by the University of New South Wales. The report 

includes: 

• an assessment of the modification against government policy and statutory requirements, 

including mandatory considerations. 

• a demonstration of how matters raised by the community and other stakeholders have been 

considered. 

• an explanation of any changes made to the modification during the assessment process. 

• an assessment of the likely environmental, social and economic impacts of the modification 

• an evaluation which weighs up the likely impacts and benefits of the modification, having 

regard to the proposed mitigations, offsets, community views and expert advice; and provides 

a view on whether the impacts are on balance, acceptable. 

• a recommendation to the decision-maker, along with the reasons for the recommendation, to 

assist them in making an informed decision about whether the consent should be modified 

and any conditions that should be imposed. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 The proposal 

On 15 December 2021, Health Infrastructure, on behalf of Health Administration Corporation, was 

granted consent for the development of the University of New South Wales (UNSW) Health 

Translation Hub (HTH) (SSD-10822510).  

University of New South Wales (the Applicant for modification 3) now proposes to modify the 

consent to incorporate minor external design changes. 

The proposed modifications provided in Section 2 of the modification report are the subject of this 

report and will form part of the consent if the modification is approved. 

1.2 Project location 

The site the subject of this modification application is located within the Randwick Hospitals 

campus (RHC) in Randwick depicted in Figure 1. The site is in the Randwick local government area 

(LGA). This RHC comprises four major public hospitals, being the Prince of Wales (POW) Hospital, 

Sydney Children’s Hospital (SCH), the Royal Hospital for Women (RHW) and the POW Private 

Hospital, and associated research institutes.  

 

Figure 1 | Site location map (source: original EIS) 
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The site forms part of the Randwick Campus Redevelopment (RCR) site (illustrated in Figure 2), 

which is now legally described as Lot 101 in DP1282403 after recent lot consolidation.  

The development site is located in the north-western part of the RCR site (depicted yellow in Figure 

2). 

 

Figure 2 | Site context map (base source: original EIS) 

The development site is surrounded by construction to the south and east, as discussed in Section 

1.4. To the north lies High Street and residential dwellings. Facing the western side of the site is the 

existing UNSW campus. 
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1.3 Approval History 

On 15 December 2021, development consent was granted by the Director, Social and Infrastructure 

Assessments for the UNSW HTH building (SSD-10822510). The development consent permits the 

following works: 

• construction of a 15-storey building over one basement level. 

• use as a health education and research building, including clinical schools and education hub, 

research space and ground floor retail. 

• associated landscaping works, road and public domain works. 

A previous modification request (SSD-1022510-Mod-1) was withdrawn. 

The consent has been modified on one occasion (see Table 1)  

Table 1 | Summary of modifications 

Modification Description Decision-maker Type Date 

Mod-2 Minor internal and external design 

changes 

Team Leader 4.55(1A) 19 September 2023 

1.4 Related projects and works 

On 27 February 2019, development consent was granted by the Executive Director, Priority Projects, 

for the development of a 13 storey POW Hospital Acute Services Building (SSD-9113) on land 

immediately south of the subject site. Four minor modifications to SSD-9113 have since been 

approved. Construction works are complete and operations recently commenced.  

On 18 December 2019, development consent was granted by the Executive Director, Infrastructure 

Assessments, for a 10 storey addition to the eastern side of the Acute Services Building (SSD-

10339), also immediately south of the subject site. One minor modification to SSD-10339 has been 

approved. Construction works are complete and operations recently commenced. 

On 17 December 2021, development consent was granted by the Director, Social and Infrastructure 

Assessments for the 10 storey Sydney Children’s Hospital Stage 1 and Children’s Comprehensive 

Cancer Centre (SCHCCCC) (SSD-10831778) on land immediately east of the subject site. 
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2 Proposed modification 
On 18 March 2024, the Applicant lodged a modification application to amend the approved project 

under section 4.55(1A) of the EP&A Act. The modification application seeks approval for minor 

external design changes. The proposed modifications necessitate the modification of condition A2 

to reference the revised plans submitted illustrating the changes. 

The key aspects of the modification is provided in detail in the ‘Proposed modifications to the 

consent’ section of the modification report and comprise: 

• amendments to awning shape and materiality. 

• change from automatic sliding ground floor entry/exit doors to revolving door.  

• minor change to the extent of the southern ground floor planter box.  

The changes are illustrated in Figure 3 (within red bubble outlines). 
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Figure 3 | Proposed site layout showing location of proposed changes (source: Modification Report)  
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3 Statutory context 

3.1 Scope of modification and assessment pathway 

Details of the legal pathway under which modification is sought and are provided in Table 2. 

Table 2 | Permissibility and assessment pathway 

Consideration Description 

Scope of 

modification  

Modification involving minimal environmental impact 

The Department has reviewed the scope of the modification and considers that it can be 

characterised as a modification involving minimal environmental impact as the proposal: 

• would not significantly increase the environmental impacts of the project as 

approved. 

• is substantially the same development as originally approved. 

• would not involve any further disturbance outside the already approved disturbance 

areas for the project. 

The Department is satisfied the proposed modification is within the scope of section 

4.55(1A) of the EP&A Act and does not constitute a new development application. 

Accordingly, the Department considers that the application should be assessed and 

determined under section 4.55(1A) of the EP&A Act rather than requiring a new 

development application to be lodged. 

Consent 

Authority 

Minister for Planning and Public Spaces 

The Minister continues to be the consent authority under section 4.5(a) of the EP&A Act 

and has the power to modify the consent of the project. 

Decision-maker Minister’s Delegation 

Under the Minister’s delegation dated 9 March 2022, the Team Leader, Social 

Infrastructure may determine the application. 

3.2 Mandatory matters for consideration 

3.2.1 Matters of consideration required by the EP&A Act 

In determining the modification, the consent authority must take into consideration such of the 

matters referred to in section 4.15(1) of the EP&A Act as are of relevance to the development the 

subject of the application.  
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The Department conducted a comprehensive assessment of the project against the mandatory 

matters for consideration as part of the original assessment of SSD-10822510. 

Subsequent to the determination of original application and before the lodgement of the 

modification application, all NSW State Environmental Planning Policies (SEPPs) were consolidated 

into 11 policies. The operation of the consolidated SEPPs commenced on 1 March 2022, except for 

State Environmental Planning Policy (Housing) 2021, which commenced on 26 November 2021. 

The SEPP consolidation does not change the legal effect of the repealed SEPPs, as the provisions of 

these SEPPs have simply been transferred into the new SEPPs. Further, any reference to an old 

SEPP is taken to mean the same as the new SEPP. 

The Department considers this modification application does not result in significant changes that 

would alter the mandatory matters for consideration under section 4.15 of the EP&A Act and 

conclusions made as part of the original assessment. 

The consent authority must also take into consideration the reasons given by the consent authority 

for the granting of the consent that is sought to be modified. The Department has considered the 

findings and recommendations in the Department’s Assessment Report for SSD-10822510, including 

the key reasons for granting consent outlined in the Notice of Decision. The Department is satisfied 

that the key reasons for granting consent continue to be applicable to the development, as modified. 

3.2.2 Objects of the EP&A Act  

In determining whether or not to modify the consent, the consent authority should consider whether 

the modified project is consistent with the relevant objects of the EP&A Act (section 1.3) including 

the principles of ecologically sustainable development (ESD). The Department is satisfied that the 

development is consistent with the objectives of the EP&A Act and the principles of ESD. 

3.2.3 Biodiversity development assessment report  

Section 7.17(2) of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (BC Act) requires all SSD modifications to be 

accompanied by a Biodiversity Development Assessment Report (BDAR) unless the authority or 

person determining the application is satisfied that the modification will not increase the impact on 

biodiversity values (as identified in the BC Act and in the Biodiversity Conservation Regulation 2017). 

The Department is satisfied that the modification will not increase the impact on biodiversity values 

and consequently a BDAR is not required to accompany the modification application. 
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4 Engagement 
In accordance with the EP&A Regulation the Department made the modification application publicly 

available on the Department’s website and also forwarded the application to Randwick City Council 

(Council) for comment on 18 March 2024. 

In its response, Council noted the minor design changes and requested further consideration of the 

reduction of the southern ground floor planter box, as a generous area for planting should be 

provided to screen the vehicular access ramp on the basement level.  
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5 Assessment 
In assessing the merits of the proposal, the Department has considered:  

• the modification application and associated documents.  

• the environmental assessment and conditions of consent for the original project and 

subsequent modifications.  

• relevant environmental planning instruments, policies and guidelines.  

• the requirements of the EP&A Act.  

The key issues associated with the modification application relate to the built form and visual 

impacts. 

The proposed modifications would result in minor changes to aesthetic view of the proposal with the 

change in awning shape and materiality. 

The Applicant has sought to modify the awning due to ongoing design development and to improve 

the longevity of the awning, as the proposed solid material reduces glare to the future retail tenant 

occupants and is easier to maintain compared to the previous glazed awning (see Figure 4). The 

Applicant has provided a design statement that details that the proposed solid awning continues the 

materiality and geometry of the façade hoods above and would improve design quality as it would 

conceal the structural and hydraulic systems. 

 

Figure 4 | Approved (left) and proposed (right) awning design (source: Modification Report) 

The changes to the entry doors and size of the planter box are required for engineering 

development purposes to minimise wind entering the lobby and height clearance for the basement 

vehicle entry, respectively. The Applicant contends that the modifications would have minimal 

environmental and visual impacts.  

The Department considers that these changes generally have negligible environmental impacts and 

improve future functionality of the building, including accessibility and useability of the building in 
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terms of maintenance, access and internal environment. The overall bulk of the building remains 

unchanged and the external design modifications are consistent with other design features of the 

building, ensuring cohesion. The new awning is shallower but would continue to provide shading for 

pedestrians and users of the ground floor. 

The Department considers the modifications are minor, resulting from ongoing design development, 

and are supported. 
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6 Evaluation 
The Department has reviewed the proposed modification and has assessed the merits of the 

modification proposal and all environmental issues associated with the proposal have been 

addressed.  

The Department’s assessment has concluded that the proposed design amendments are minor in 

nature and would improve user experience and maintenance of the new building. Accordingly, it is in 

the public interest.  

The Department considers that the application is consistent with the objects of the EP&A Act and is 

still consistent with the strategic directions for the State. The development as modified remains 

substantially the same as that originally approved and would deliver a public benefit by supporting 

design evolution of critical health and education infrastructure and optimising functionality of the 

building.  

The Department concludes the impacts of the proposed modifications are minor and acceptable. 

Consequently, the Department considers the development is in the public interest and the 

modification application should be approved, subject to amended conditions. 
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7 Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Team Leader, as delegate of the Minister for Planning and Public 

Spaces: 

• considers the findings and recommendations of this report. 

• accepts and adopts the findings and recommendations in this report as the reasons for 

making the decision to approve the modification. 

• modifies the consent for the UNSW Health Translation Hub (SSD-10822510-Mod-3), subject 

to the conditions in the attached instrument of modification. 

• signs the attached instrument of modification (Appendix B). 

Recommended by: 

 

Megan Fu 

Principal Planning Officer 

Social Infrastructure 
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8 Determination 
The recommendation is adopted by: 

5 April 2024 

David Gibson 

Team Leader 

Social Infrastructure 

 

As delegate of the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces 
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Glossary 

Abbreviation Definition 

AHD  Australian height datum 

Council Randwick City Council 

Department Department of Planning and Environment  

EIS Environmental impact statement 

EP&A Act Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

EP&A Regulation Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021 

ESD Ecologically sustainable development  

LGA Local government area 

Minister Minister for Planning and Public Spaces 

SEPP State environmental planning policy 

SSD State significant development 
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Appendices 

Appendix A – List of referenced documents 

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/modification-3-minor-alterations  

Appendix B – Recommended instrument of modification 

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/modification-3-minor-alterations  

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/modification-3-minor-alterations
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/modification-3-minor-alterations
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